Piperaceae grow in tropical forests from S Asia to Tropical America, including those of África and Australia. Althought TEBBS (1990) reduced Piperaceae to only 5 genera, most authors (YUNKER, 1958 ; DINIZ, 1997; IMMELMAN, 2000) include the 3000 species of the family in at least 7 genera. Tropical África's Piperaceae were studied by BAKER & WRIGHT (1913) , VERDCOURT (1996) , DINIZ (1997) , and especially by HUTCHINSON & DALZIEL (1927 -28,1954 ) and BALLE (1940-42; 1948) in West Tropical África. Further studies on Equatorial Guinea refer only to Bioko (ESCARRÉ, 1969; FERNÁN-DEZ CASAS 1992 , 1995 . There is no account of Piperaceae in Rio Muni, though they were included in Guinea's complete catalogue of vascular plants (GUINEA, 1946) .
Over the last twenty years the Real Jardín Botánico, Madrid, has performed intensive fieldwork in both Bioko and Río Muni, in order to prepare a vascular Flora of Equatorial Guinea. First results with the identifications of these collections are those of VELAYOS & al. (2001) or this check-list of Piperaceae.
The aim of this study is to update the catalogue of Piperaceae of the whole of Equatorial Guinea using both bibliographic records and herbarium material.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
This check-list is primarily based on herbarium specimens. We have studied the whole collection of Piperaceae of Equatorial Guinea from MA, including the collections of earlier Spanish expeditions (Guinea, Carvalho, Fernández Casas, etc.) . In addition, we have included the collections made under the Agencia Española de Cooperación Internacional project "Inventario florístico de Guinea Ecuatorial" -from 1998 to 2001-by Aedo, Pérez Viso and Velayos. These materials are deposited in MA. Bibliographic references on Piperaceae of Equatorial Guinea have been gathered too (AEDO & al., 1999) . We include one species based only on literature records, Peperomia pellucida (L.) Kunth, since its distribution área makes probably the presence of this species in Equatorial Guinea.
The locality ñames used in this check-list have been brought up-to-date and made uniform, according to VELAYOS & al. (2001) . For instance, we use Pico Basilé for "Clarence Peak", or "pico de Santa Isabel", etc.
The check-list is alphabetically ordered by genera and species. Generic and specific circumscription is in accordance with LEBRUN & STORK (1991) . Under each accepted ñame a list with the synonyms used in the literature of Equatorial Guinea and a bibliographic reference of a drawing of the species are included.
Herbarium specimens are ordered alphabetically by collectors within the different regions and provinces: Annobón, Bioko (provinces of Bioko Norte, and Bioko Sur) and Río Muni (provinces of Centro-Sur, NkieNtem, Litoral, Wele-Nzas). New records for each región are indicated under the species.
Previous bibliographical records of each taxon are grouped under the previously mentioned three regions. When the taxon was recorded under a different ñame (synonym or misidenüfication) it is indicated (i.e.: GUINEA, 1946: 271, sub/ 5 , mannii). Pothomorphe, which taxonomic position is unclear, is treated as a separated genus, according to LEBRUN & STORK (1991) . Several Previously recorded from Bioko (DÜLL, 1973: 104; FERNÁNDEZ CASAS, 1992: 44; FERNÁNDEZ CASAS & MORALES, 1995: 238 Previously recorded from Bioko (HUT- CHINSON & DALZIEL, 1954: 82; ESCARRÉ, 1969: 6; DÜLL, 1973: 108; JOHANSSON, 1974: 42; FERNÁNDEZ CASAS & MORALES, 1995: 238).
Not previously recorded from Río Muni.
Peperomia pellucida (L.) Kunth
Piper pellucidum L. Peperomia vogelii Miq.
Icon.: DÜLL (1973: 73).
This species has been previosly recorded from Bioko: Bioko, unknown colector, (GUI-NEA, 1946: 271; CUFODONTIS, 1953: We have not found any herbarium material of this species. Its distribution área suggests as acceptable the presence of this species in Equatorial Guinea (BALLE, 1940-42: 386; 1948: 22; ESCARRÉ, 1969: 6; VERDCOURT, 1996: 11; DINIZ, 1997: 33; CABLE & CHEEK, 1998: 98). 
Peperomia rotundifolia (L.) Kunth
Piper rotundifolium L. 
Peperomia thomeana C. DC.

Peperomia vaccinifolia C. DC.
Icon.: DÜLL (1973: 80 ESCARRÉ, 1969: 7, sub P. vaccinifolia; DÜLL, 1973: 105; FERNÁNDEZ CASAS, 1992:44 EXELL, 1963: 110, sub P. hygrophila; 1968: 134, sub P. hygrophila; DÜLL, 1973:103) and Bioko (FERNÁNDEZ CASAS, 1992: 44-45; FERNÁNDEZ CASAS & MORALES, 1995: 238 Previously recorded from Bioko (HOOKER, 1864: 217, sub Coccobryon capense; BAKER & WRIGHT, 1909: 146; MILDBRAED, 1922: 181; HUTCHINSON & DALZIEL, 1928: 80; 1954: 84; GUINEA, 1946: 271; CUFODONTIS, 1953: 3; ESCARRÉ, 1969: 8; FERNÁNDEZ CASAS, 1992:45) .
Piper guiñéense Schum. & Thonn.
Piper clusii C. DC. 
